Reported by William Henry Burr, Phonographer.
First Day, 3 i P. M.
The Society assembled to discuss the subject for the present year, which was " Filling Teeth."
The conversation was opened by Dr. Amos Westcott, who suggested that first in order of the discussion they should take up that part relating to filing and otherwise separating the teeth for filling. The suggestion, meeting the approbation of the meeting, he proceeded to state his method of practice in this particular. He said (speaking particularly of front teeth) that he used the file pretty freely, and did not now think of but one exception to the use of it, and that was where the teeth approximate so as to come quite together at their points, and not at the gum. In such cases it was his practice to use wedges. Dr. C. A. Harris said that he had taken some pains to inform himself with regard to a practice which had obtained among many eminent practitioners, that of separating the teeth by means of wedges of wood, or the interposition of some other substance. Previously to the completion of the growth of the body it may be done in most cases with impunity. The operation may often be performed with safety after the age of fifteen or twenty, or even twenty-five or thirty, but as a general rule, it should not be attempted earlier than the fifteenth or later than the twenty-fifth or thirtieth year. When performed earlier or later, it is apt to produce inflammation in the alveolo dental periostal membrane and gums, which, ever after, renders them more liable to disease. A gentleman of the profession some six years ago, called on me to obtain my opinion with regard to separating the teeth of a lady of a strumous habit of body, twenty-eight years of age, for the purpose of obtaining sufficient room to insert fillings in their approximal surfaces. I suggested that I thought he would be running considerable risk by doing so. He was induced, however, to separate the incisors, cuspidati and bicuspids; in consequence of which, a diseased action was set up, which, in four years, resulted in the partial destruction of the alveolar process of the central and lateral incisors, and will, in all probability, occasion the loss of these teeth. I believe the judicious use of the file to be one of the most valuable operations in dental surgery, and, in a large majority of the cases, it has been my uniform practice where the patient exceeds twenty-one years of age, to file the approximal surfaces of the teeth preparatory to filling them. Much judgment, however, with regard to the difference of susceptibility of teeth is necessary, and when the proper pre- [July, cautions are used, I do not believe as much danger is to be apprehended as some suppose. Even in young persons, where I cannot separate the teeth with wedges, or gum elastic, I have sometimes felt myself called upon to use the file in order to secure a sound solid margin or wall around the orifice of the cavity of the tooth. Also, in cases where the decay has proceeded so far as to break away the enamel from the labio, or palato?approximal angles of the teeth, I believe filing to be the better method of separation.
Dr. E. J. Donning wished to inquire of Dr. Harris, what were the symptoms which indicated that injury had been done by wedging, and how soon those symptoms appeared 1 Dr. Harris. The symptoms are slight elongation of the teeth, inflammation and swelling of the margins and points of the gums which surround them, and ultimately a gradual loosening of the teeth, resulting from destruction of the sockets, depending altogether upon the patient's susceptibility to morbid impression. It is particularly necessary for the dental practitioner to be able to discriminate between these susceptibilities in different individuals. To illustrate my meaning, a scratch upon the hand, will produce in some, but a trifling inconvenience, but in others, it may give rise to extensive inflammation, ulceration and even gangrene. It is important, therefore, that every dentist who is in the habit of separating teeth with wedges, should be well acquainted with the indications of different constitutional susceptibilities. Dr I have used various articles for this purpose, but find none to possess the advantages of cotton; it is not only easily applied and retained in the cavity, but it also, while it separates the teeth, presses the gum from the margin of the cavity?an office of the greatest importance.
I may here add, that although I have been in the habit of pressing teeth apart for the last fifteen years, yet have I never seen the slightest evil consequences resulting therefrom.
For the back teeth, my general practice is to separate them with a chisel, or file ^and I feel assured from my own experience in a practice of many years, and from observation on the practice of others, that these instruments may be used with perfect safety by the skilful operator; indeed I have always observed that those who have been most successful in their practice, have used them with the greatest freedom.
When teeth approximate at the points, the tendency of the wedge is towards the gum, which produces the irritation described by Dr what it has ever yet been. Much of the time which the writer would have been glad to have devoted to the preparation and procurement of materials for its pages, has been necessarily occupied in the management of the business connected with its publication, and rendered indispensible by the omission on the part of a large proportion of the subscribers to pay their subscriptions. Now, if each subscriber would feel that the continuance and scientific and practical character of the publication depended upon the promptness with which he paid the amount of his own individual subscription, the writer would be saved a vast amount of labor.
Many of the subscribers to the Journal either pay in advance or promptly whenever they are notified of their delinquency, and we do not believe that any fail to do so with a design of defrauding the publishers. On the contrary, we are inclined to attribute their negligence to carelessness and forgetfulness; each one supposing that the amount which he is owing is but small, and that it cannot be a matter of much importance to the publishers whether he pays this week or next, thus neglecting it from week to week, and year to year, until the amount of his subscription runs up to twenty or thirty or forty dollars, the payment, from the increased amount becoming every year more and more inconvenient. Now, when we tell our delinquent subscribers that they are owing the Journal between three and four thousand dollars, we feel assured they will not any longer neglect to send us the amount of their arrearages. We sent a bill a few weeks ago to each one, and a few responded promptly to the call which we made on them, and we hope that those who have not yet done so, will not neglect to do it any longer.
The delinquency of subscribers is a subject to which we allude with great reluctance, and would never do so if it could be avoided.
Bait. Ed.
